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VOLSINII-E: a reflection 

The European Union is built on solidarity: solidarity between

people, solidarity between countries and solidarity across Europe.

The solidarity action, which nowadays is much needed, is at the

core of the project VOLSINII-E. When talking about solidarity, we

talk about mutual help and mutual understanding, volunteering

and cohesion. These values, which are part of the milestones on

which the European Union is funded, need to be shared and

cultivated together in order to create and develop cohesive and

inclusive communities, as well as an interconnected society where

citizens feel to belong to wider network on which they can rely. For

this reason, citizens need to engage in public actions, in

volunteering services and get involved in the decision-making

processes at local, national and European level. The importance of

active and aware participation is indeed a factor that we should

never underestimate when considering a social change and

improvement. Young people are the main target and at the same

time the main drivers of this shift: nothing can happen without

them raising their voices; the future of Europe is in their hands. 

A cohesive society translates to an inclusive community, where

everyone is treated with equal dignity and respect. Inclusion is

another fundamental value of the European Union and of the CERV

programmme. Unity depends on integration: integration of ethnic

minorities, integration of foreigners, mobile Europeans, people

with fewer opportunities and with special needs. Integrating does

not mean cancelling the existing things; it means enriching them.

Therefore, a diverse community is something to cherish and 



appreciate as an important and beautiful added value. Bringing
together different cultures and traditions can indeed open people’s
minds and expand their horizons and life perspectives; to tell it with
a metaphor, integrating is like travelling while being still.
In this sense, volunteering and social organisations carry out a very
important and complicated work, striving to reduce social isolation
and discrimination and fostering a sense of belonging for all
members of society. Volunteering organisations play a vital role in
society, contributing to the well-being and progress of communities
by addressing local needs and challenges, providing support to
vulnerable populations and fostering a sense of unity and social
responsibility. They also stand for advocacy and awareness,  by
advocating for social issues and raising awareness about pressing
matters: they strive to bring attention to important causes, promoting
positive change and encouraging community involvement.
Projects like VOLSINII-E are essential to encourage citizens to
develop a global citizenship, to take an active part in society, to
volunteer for more harmonious communities and to get constantly
and actively involved in aid actions and in the decision-making
processes of their town, their country and Europe. Joint citizens’
actions, developed by European projects, benefit the whole European
community.
Thanks to VOLSINII-E project, participants have had the possibility to
exchange best practices on volunteering and inclusion, learn from
each other cultures, creating long-lasting friendships and reliable
bonds. 



VOLSINII-E: priorities and objectives  

The project  wanted to  support  twinning bonds and
encourage the enlargement  of  EU networks for  the
exchange of  EU ci t izens wi th the object ive  of  promoting
awareness  of  the value of  divers i ty  and of  the common
values and heri tage shared by a l l  Europeans .  In  this
regard ,  the general  object ives  of  VOLSINI I -E are in l ine
wi th those of  the cal l  and of  the CERV 2021-2027
Programme,  as  the project  intended to :
-  Support  and promote exchanges between ci t izens of
unl ike  EU countr ies ;
-  Raise  awareness  of  EU common values  and EU
cul tural  heri tage ,  as  wel l  as  of  the divers i ty  in Union,
to
create  ref lect ion on the common future of  Europe ;
-  Foster  c i t izens part ic ipat ion and engagement  at  local ,
nat ional  and EU level ;
-  Establ ish and support  fr iendship bonds among
ci t izens across  borders  and peaceful  re la t ions among
publ ic  inst i tut ions at  nat ional  and European level ;
-  Promote the exchange of  best  pract ices  and
experiences between municipal i t ies  and between
communit ies ;
-  Support  the improvement  and internat ional izat ion ,  as
wel l  as  good governance ,  of  local  authori t ies  in the
frame of  the European Integrat ion process .
VOLSINI I -E act iv i t ies  and debates  contr ibuted to  the
cal l ’ s  pr iori t ies :



-  Rais ing awareness  of  the importance of  re inforcing
the European integrat ion process  based on
sol idari ty :  VOLSINI I -E focused on the value of
sol idari ty ,  s tar t ing from grassroot  volunteering
act ions ,
addressing regional  and nat ional  level  socia l
programmes and then ref lect ing on sol idari ty  across
Member States  and on the European Integrat ion
Process .  Act iv i t ies  were implemented wi th the
object ive  to  overcome local  and nat ional  percept ion,
foster ing mutual  understanding and s t imulat ing debate
and act ive  exchange of  proposed solut ions on re levant
themes .  In  this  frame,  re levant  topics  were tackled
such as  the Green Deal ,  Next  Generat ion EU,  Covid
Cris is ,  Ukrainian War ,  e tc .
-  Rais ing awareness  on the r ichness  of  the cul tural  and
l inguis t ic  environment  in Europe :  VOLSINI I -E
fostered intercul tural  exchange ,  va loriz ing cul tural
and l inguis t ic  divers i ty  across  EU Countr ies  (a lso at
minori t ies  level ) ,  and highl ight ing common his tory  and
values .  The leading motto  of  VOLSINI I -E has been
the same as  the EU:  “Uni ted in divers i ty” ,  “Diversi ty  is
r ichness”  to  bui ld  a  network that  is  based on mutual
understanding ,  respect  and equal i ty ,  wi th no
discr iminat ion of  sociocul tural  background,  gender ,
re l ig ion,  abi l i ty ,  pol i t ica l  or ientat ion .



This  project  wanted to  answer the need of  a  deeper
ref lect ion on the value of  European Ci t izenship ,
focusing on the mutual  understanding and promotion
of  cross-border sol idari ty ,  through the valorizat ion of
diversi ty  and the ref lect ion on the Integrat ion Process
from a bot tom-up perspect ive .  Moreover ,  the partners
involved in VOLSINI I -E are act ive  parts  in the
European context  and they act  wi th the aim to  analyse
the sol idari ty  a t  local  and EU level ,  as  one of  the most
pure example of  c i t izenship and as  one of  the greatest
values  upon which Europe is  created .
The project  speci f ic  object ives  were to :
-  involve  at  least  50% of  people  between 18 and 35 y/o
and at  least  50% of  female  part ic ipants ;  this
part ic ipat ion was granted in project ’ s  act iv i t ies ,  as  wel l
as  speakers  and project  s taf f ;
-  engage the local  community  in the host ing and
logis t ic  organizat ion of  the IE  through local
volunteers ;
-  fos ter  the part ic ipat ion of  local  and regional
s takeholders  and PA in the IE ;
-  debate  on EU relevant  themes from a bot tom-up
perspect ive ;
-  create  a  safe  space for  c i t izens to  have their  voice
heard ,  gender fr iendly  and based on principles  of
equal i ty  and non-discr iminat ion.



VOLSINII-E: impacts and outcomes  

VOLSINII -E has had posi t ive  and successful  outcomes on
the part ic ipat ing communit ies ,  enriching the local
tradi t ions and invi t ing people  to  forge long- las t ing
relat ionships wi th fe l low Europeans and engage in a
construct ive  intercul tural  dia logue on themes of  g lobal
importance .  
The project  impacts  that  were observed ,  can be summed
up as  fo l lows :
-  an enhanced awareness  of  the importance of  c i t izens
engagement  and part ic ipat ion in the decis ion-making
processes  in their  communit ies ;
-  a  larger  to lerance ,  respect  for  divers i t ies  and  
percept ion of  the others ,  mutual  comprehension and
intercul tural  dia logue ;
-  an enhanced comprehension of  the EU pol ic ies ,
funding opportuni t ies  and pol icy  ini t ia t ives ;
-  a  bet ter  involvement  of  nat ional  and internat ional
authori t ies  in the debate ;
-  the creat ion of  a  space for  c i t izens engagement  and
empowerment  on re levant  themes .

Considering and observing the immediate  impacts ,  o ther
ef fects  are  foreseen in the near and dis tant  future :

-  an enhancement  and enlargement  of  the exis t ing
twinning network to  cooperate  on future European
ini t ia t ives ;



-  a  bet ter  apt i tude towards cross- fer t i l isat ion of  best
pract ices  and bet ter  knowledge among EU countr ies ;
-  the improvement  of  the percept ion of  the value of
European Values ,  d ivers i ty ,  common his tory  and
heri tage ;
-  the creat ion of  a  las t ing group of  internat ional
volunteers  to  promote the twinning act iv i t ies  and to
propose future act ions in the f ie ld  of  this  project ;
-  an enhancement  of  the sense of  belonging and
ownership towards the EU.

Overal l ,  the part ic ipants  benef i ted from VOLSINI I -E
thanks to  an engaging methodology ,  that  a l lowed their
hands-on involvement  in the act iv i t ies  and gave them
the opportuni ty  to  famil iar ise  wi th an internat ional
environment  of  exchange and community  part ic ipat ion .
Part ic ipants  that  took part  for  the f irs t  t ime to  act iv i t ies
at  EU level  benef i ted from the project  gaining enhanced
ski l ls  for  integrat ion ,  mutual  understanding ,  awareness
of  the funct ioning of  the EU,  the integrat ion process  and
of  the advantages g iven by EU ci t izenship in everyday
l i fe .



VOLSINII-E: future recommendations  

Sustaining and deepening cul tural  connect ions ,  to
encourage ongoing cul tural  exchanges between the
towns .  Establ ishing cul tural  programs,  fes t iva ls ,  or
events  can showcase the r ich heri tage and tradi t ions
of  each part ic ipat ing municipal i ty .
Establ ishing educat ional  partnerships  means
foster ing educat ional  col laborat ions between towns .
This  could involve  s tudent  exchanges ,  jo int  projects ,
or  language learning ini t ia t ives  to  s trengthen
educat ional  t ies .
Promoting sustainable  tourism,  meaning developing
sustainable  tourism ini t ia t ives  that  promote
responsible  travel  between the twinned towns .  This
can include jo int  market ing ef forts ,  t ravel  packages ,
and shared tourism experiences .
Cont inue Youth Engagement :  Maintain and expand
youth engagement  programs,  such as  youth forums,
workshops ,  or  sports  events .  These act iv i t ies  can
help cul t ivate  a  sense of  uni ty  among the younger
generat ion.
Regulariz ing the information exchange by
establ ishing a  framework for  regular  information
exchange between the municipal i t ies .  This  could
involve  sharing best  pract ices ,  municipal  pol ic ies ,
and updates  on local  ini t ia t ives .

VOLSINI I -E is  leaving space for  future projects ,
developing the fo l lowing recommendat ions :

1 .

2 .

3 .

4 .

5 .



6 .  Support ing the common digi ta l  p la t form:  support ing
the websi te  and the Facebook page dedicated to  the town
twinning project .  This  p lat form can serve as  a  hub for
sharing information,  updates ,  and resources  between
the municipal i t ies .
7 .  Faci l i ta t ing language learning :  support ing language
learning ini t ia t ives  to  enhance communicat ion between
the towns .  This  could involve  language exchange
programs,  onl ine courses ,  or  language immersion
opportuni t ies .
8 .  Foster ing environmental  ini t ia t ives :  col laborat ing on
environmental  projects  to  address  common chal lenges
and promote sustainabi l i ty .  This  may include jo int
ef forts  in waste  management ,  renewable  energy ,  or
conservat ion ini t ia t ives .
9 .  Formal iz ing inst i tut ional  re la t ionships :  considering
establ ishing formal  agreements  or  memoranda of
understanding between the municipal i t ies  to  sol idi fy  the
commitments  made during the twinning project .
10 .  Encouraging c i t izen part ic ipat ion :  involv ing c i t izens
in the ongoing act iv i t ies  and decis ion-making processes
related to  the town twinning project .  This  could be
achieved through ci t izen fora ,  town hal l  meet ings ,  or
community  engagement  ini t ia t ives .
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The  participating municipalities thank

everybody for the active participation and

support during the project duration.

United we stand! 

VOLSINII-E


